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September Activities Calendar

This morith is filled with so many fun and interesting things to dol

the links for the activities

Wisit the Activities Index on the ByziKids page at ByziMorm.com for all the links!
https:/ e byzimom. comy byzikids-magazine-extras

Ceptermber 1
Happy New Liturgical Yearl

L Today we cammemesate
Joshual

O Get our Mew Years
Resolutian Worksheet

< Read about Sitting with
St Sinnean Stylite

September 2

L Sharning Warm Milk with
St Marmas | (its a yumimy
recipe]

L StMamas Cheese-making

September &

Ha Birthday, Dear
Thisthoal Y

Read The Birth Story of
the Theotokos

His of the Salutatian
Pr to the Theotokos
Leam 1o The Bule of
the The g

Fehearse the Nativity of

the Theotokos Play,
Khourla Sykvia Do

I'Can - Nathity of the
Thentﬂﬁs

Mativity of the Theotokos
Calerifg Page
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September 17

| ia & her
Daughters, Faith, Hope, &
Liowe

Make a batch of 5t Sophia
Breakfast Bread

Septermber 9

AL fosimas Lien Cupcakes

September 4

Cammemoration of the

Frophet Moses
O Know Your Faith: Rewiess
the 10 Commandments
Get the Coloring Page
Learn the Oid and Mews
Commandments 5ong
Lyrics

[l o]

Ceptermber 1

5t Euphrosynas the Cook
Apple Cnggyﬁedpe

Ceptember 5

L S EMzabeth &
Zacchariah Sticky Peanut
Butter Treats |ar even
yummier recipel]

September 7

L Read about 50 Sozon
Silver Treasure Packets
|recipe for dinner)

Ceptember ™

Exaltation of the Holy Cross

< Holy Cross Macarond Craft
[make a beauii cross for
WO owin lcon cornerl|

Feview of the Sign of the
Criass

Why Do \We Exalt the
Crassy

Discowerny of the Cross, A
Play houria Syhda
Dorham

I'Con %-: Exaltation af
the Hoty Cross

Maze: Help 5t Helena firnd
thse True Cross

More Ways to Celebrate
the Exaltation of the Holy
Crioss

Prayer to the Prechous
Crass Before

Bookmark Template
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Ceptember 21
Feast of the Prophet Jonah

| 5pag I My Little icon: The
H%I-ETJ}IMHH

Kmow Your Falth: The
tory of fonah

Fmpnet Jonah Coloring
e

Jomah & the Whale Jeflo
Srack

Wolwld donah Go?: ean -
the sandg by Khodira Sy
Dmhan? ¥ .

Fr af Jorah Bookmark
TE?HE'I-EEE

Ceptemper 25

#-E'ﬁfh.:fgﬂltﬁ:lﬂ af the

r an Hymn

+Holy Gad, Holy Mighty,
Haly lmnartal, hawe
meercy an usl

Septernber 26

5t. Jahn the Theologian
Eagle Snacks
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life hore on canh B___mcand for w o do Gods will

God says come and we come
God says stay and we stay
God says pray and we pray

God loves us, 50 we obey Him.
We practice being obedient

So we'll be ready when we are sent
Ouwr life here on earth is meant
For us to do God's will
For he is with us still.

for

God i with us il

God says come and we come
God says stay and we stay
God says pray and we pray

God loves us, so we obey Him.

All Fights Reserved




m“uA By Lynne Wardach

Joshua 6:1-5 Now Jericho was tightly shut because of the
sons of Israel; no one went out and no one came in The
LORD said to toshua,

"See, | have given Jericho into your hand, with its
king and the valiant warriors. You shall march
around the city, all the men of war circling the city
once. You shall do so for six days. Also, seven priests
shall carry seven trumpets of rams' horns before the
ark; then, on the seventh day, yvou shall march
aground the city seven times, and the priests shall
blow the trumpets. "It shall be that when they
make a long blast with the ram's horn, and when
you hear the sound of the trumpet, all the people

shall shout with a great shout, and the wall of the
city will fall down flat, and the people will go up

every man straight ahead.”

God told Jeshua that he would be the one wha would
lead the Israelites into the land that they had been
promised. He had a hard time understanding God's plan
because a very hostile nation occupied the city that God
had promised ta them. The Israelites were afraid to enter
it! Three times, God told him he had to be courageous
and do exactly as he was told. Have you ever been
scared to do something you were told to do? Joshua
listerned.




God instructed him to get seven priests with seven
trumpets to circle the city for seven days. He told him
they should march around the city walls seven times on
the seventh day. Then, and only then, at Joshua's
command, as instructed by God, should the people
shout and expect the city walls to fall so that they could
easily enter and occupy the city that God had promised
them.

So now we must ask ourselves, what's with all the
sevens?

The number seven in Hebrew numerology symbaolizes
the perfection of God. Let's think a bit about the virtue
of perfection. Some people consider themselves to be
followers of God, yet they hardly follow God at all. They
do the necessary bare minimum to call oneself a
Christian. They follow only those directives that are
pleasing to them and are easy to do. This is not what
God requires of us.

What would have happened if the |sraelites had decided
that they were too tired and had only marched around
the city three or four times? What if they chose to shout
on the second day instead? God would not be
pleased. It would not be perfect, as He is perfect, and
His perfect plan would not have been achieved.

Why would God give such specific instructions? We do
not know. Presumably, Joshua didn't know either, but
one thing he DID know is that he believed and trusted in
the power of God to do what seemed impossible. He
knew that Cod had expected him to follow the
instructions exactly as they were given to him, without

deviation, and that if he did so, God would be faithful to
Hiz word, and he would achieve His goal. God wants us
all to follow His directives perfectly! If we do so, we can

expect great things to happen!
Joshua 6:20 50 the people shouted, and priests
blew the trumpets; and when the people heard the
sound of the trumpet, the people shouted with a
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great shout, and the wall fell down flat 50 that the
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50, what is the lesson we must learn today? God gives
us all instructions, just as he gawve instructions to
Joshua. We are taught by our parents, His Word, and
the teachings of His Church. ‘When we leam our
catechism, we must be perfectly obedient, even if we do
not entirely understand why the directive is so. Yes, we
must investigate and discover why God has ordained
things this way, and we must always pray for
enlightenment and His will. Meanwhile, we must obey,
even if we don't yet understand.

Many things must remain a mystery to our simple human
minds while we remain here on this earth. We just can’t
grasp everything yet. We must remain faithful to the
God who created all things and knows the order of
everything in the universe. We must trust that He has a
perfect plan for us and that His perfect love would never
lead us astray. We must offer Him the gift of our love
and trust and always strive to obey Him perfectly!

The Mativity Fast is only a few weeks away!
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ByziMam.com

i Prepare for the coming of the Savior with...

THE JessE TREE:

A Family Guide Through the Season of
Advent and Philipovka

Includes 40 daily scripture accounts, a guided discussion for each day,
as well as instructions for a simple commemorative ornament.
A complete craft supply list is also provided in the appendix.

Make memories while you make ornaments!

Available in print or as o digital download on the Gift Shop page at
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by Rebecca O'Loughlin

Saints Joachim and Anna

by dearest children, howe you evar haard of the phrase
‘braak down the walld” Literaly it means breaking down a
prosical wal, just o5 God breughi down the walls of
laricho through the obedience of Joshuea and the
sroalifes. loshua and the broslites needed 1o pass through
the wals of Jencho in order fo gef fo the promizad Lond.
But the phrose “bredak down the wall® has other meanings
1o, such s breaking down a bamier within cneself and
allowing healing, or confronting the fear of asparagus and
Inying the first bite. o beginning that  homework
cesignrment that just seems too big and difficult. This story s
aibcut the grondparents of lesus, sainls Joochim and
Anna. The {ale can be found in fhe Protoevangelivmn of 5
dames. Joachim and Anna hod a wall in ther ves thaot

wias wery panful to them: they weare unabla o howve
children.

loockim and Arna loved one another dearly, and 1hey
fried to occept God's will for them, ewvan the foct lhey
could not hawe children. They weare wealthy, aond 50 when
the Feasi of Harvest came around, Jloachim went 1o the
temnple to offer sacrfice. The feasi cccured when fthe
hiarwest was ripe and the Jews would bring the first fruits of
thigir hareast 1o offer af the Termple. Joachim browghi twice
o much as whal was expected from him and asked God
Tar His rmearcy.




"Lord, pleose let us howve g childl”

The High Priest Reuben steod ower Joachim as he weos
praying.

"loachim!" Reubsan said sternly, “it Bn't good that you
hawve brought these offerings to the Temple. You have
had mo chilkden, and therefore you must have done
something wary wicked. God rejecis your oifering. Go
aweay uniil you howve mods thirgs right.’

Joachim was homfied. He couldn't think of anything bad
he had dons that would hawve mads the Lord so angry
wifh hirmd Ha was very askamed and sad, and decided
nof o go home fo Anna. instead he went oul to fhe
desert and fasted in great sormow.

"by Lord God!" Joachim proyed. "whaot oid it do that
cursed my wife and maods us unable to have childrend |
am so sormy for whatever il is. She is better off without
el

Affer a long fime, an angel oppeared 1o him, soayirg:
"loachim, Joochim, the Lord God has heaord you, Go
home! Your wife Anna will hawe a baby o honor fhe
Lond"

Mearmwhile, armna  didn't know  what could  hawve
happenad to her husband. She put on rourning clothes,
assurning that Joachim was dead.

“Weoa 5 me!" Anna wailed, "l have no husband! | havee
no children!’

Judith, Anra's servant, saow Arnag ooking sod. "Why are
you looking 5o sod? It is a sin to be sod on o day of
calebration! Hare, ket me dress you up fancy and put o
Crowwm an pour haodl”

"Bo, | mustn dress up with Joochim deod!” Annag
replied. "And where did vou get such a rovaldooking
crown® Perhaps it was stolend”

Judith tormed up her nose ab Anna: ¥l didn't skedl fhe
crowwm, And anyway, I'rmonat nearly as sinful as you arel
God e cursad you ard moade woo unable o have
children.'

Anng was wvery sad. 5o she allowed Judith o get her
dressed up for the feast. But becawse she was so sod,
sha lefl the party ard went on a wak in the garden
instead. SHing under a Laurel free she wapt and prayed:
"Oh God! Bless me as vou blessed Sarah and gave her
[fala al

Anna heard a chinging in ihe Laurel tree and she sow o
itle spamow's nest, and a sob broke forth from hear
rnouth: “why was | bom?! | am cused, crificized by my
owen servanis!l Bwan this spamcss has her children! Watar
brirggs forth ife, and the earth gives fmut in ils firne! Budt |
alone am unabds 1o blass yvou wilh a child, Lord, and msy
hisband is dead!”

Do you remember what laurels meon in the anciend
workd? Wictory, A wreath of lawels or bay leowes wers
often given to posis, ronners and other wictonous
peopla. In Chisfianify  signifies Cheist's victory owver
death. And in one imporant way s viclory of Cheist's
wias abaut o be set in mofion. An angel appearad.

"Anra, Anna, e Lord bas haaord you. You will gnes Girth
fo a very special baby whe will Bless all fhe workd.!

Arna fell io her knees: "Thanks be to Gad! | promise thal
I will give back fhis baby pou have promised fo me. as
an offaring fo the Lord, as soon as the child s old
enoughl”

"It is good." the angel replied, "ond lock, here comes
Joachimd”

Arna jumpsd up with a cry of joy, and kughing and
runring, she threw har arms around Joochim's neck and
kisted hirn: "How | know that the Lord God has bBlessad
mea! S=al The widow is no longer a widow, and fhe
childless shail hawve a baba!”

doachim offered his fen bect lambs and havebee best
cakes o tha temple, and another hundred goats wers
grean to the people to howe a great feast in celebration
of kis new prorised baby. This B beaufiful, becouse his
action showed that loachinn and Anna frusted the word
of ihe Lord through the angel long before they hod their
baky.

Mime months later, Joockirnm ond Anma had a liftle gid
whio thay nomad Minkam (in the West wa often call her
kdary]. She waos born on Septembar 8th. Joachim and
Arna rased Miiam unlil she was old enough fo bs
weaned, and than Mibiom worked in the Tampls
weaaving and serdng the Lord. When she was o young
lady. the angel Gaorel came to Minam and she
conceived baoby lesus. On the feasi doyv of Minam's
kirth, if is a fraditicn in many coundries o make a wreath
of herbs such s laurel (bay leowas) 1o be blessad in the
Church and wed in the winfer ssoson. 0o wou
ramarmber why? Becouss it was under fhe laurel fres
fhal Anna first lsamed thal she would conceive fhe
Blessad Theotokos.

Thera are many lessons to lean from this beaufiful skory.
Somelimes it looks like bod things are hoppening o
people who God loves very much and has a plan for
Saints loochim and Anna thought God had cursad
fhiarm, when in realty the fime wasn'§ wed right for them to
hayve babey Miriarm. Bul Gad net only gave therm a baby,
bl gove fhemn a very special balyw whio would grow up
fo be the Mother of God and Gueen of Haaven and
Earth,ond whe gowve kbirth 1o fhe Sovor of fhe werld,
Jesus.

You will find walk that seem insurmountables inoyour own
ife. Times of frouble that ook ke they are impossible
and avervhalming. When 1his happoens, pray: “Lord, |
sumander myself 1o You, Take care of averylhing.” And |
prormise you thai He willl
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